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Dear Friends,

Christmas is just around
the corner... the signs
are all around! The malls
are buzzing with busy
shoppers searching for
the perfect holiday gifts;
shiny ornaments and glittering lights are hung carefully on the
Christmas tree; and the soft hum of Christmas carols are the
choice music everywhere you go.

Now imagine all of that being stripped away. For the homeless,
the abundance of Christmas festivities can just be a reminder
of the loneliness and desperation that they feel everyday. For
the homeless, Christmas morning is not a time of opening up
brightly colored packages. It's not a time of great joy. Homeless
men, women, and children are simply trying to survive life on the
streets—without food, without shelter, and without hope.

So what is Christmas at the Mission like? It is a time of joy as
we celebrate the birth of the King, Jesus Christ. The One who
has changed so many lives here through His mighty power. It
is a time when homeless families create memories thanks to
your generous outpouring of gifts this time of year. Your faithful
support can give them a reason to be thankful during such tough
times. Your gifts show them that they are not forgotten this
Christmas. Thank you for caring enough to make a difference!

In Christ, If your employer has a

_ Matching Gift Program,
/ﬂ | please consider asking them
Doné!\’;loody, | to match your gift to the

Ak
Executive Director Mission!

to mark a fresh beginning
for someone else!

The Mission depends on the outpouring of your generous
year-end gifts to provide food, clothing, and shelter to the
homeless of Central Florida all year long. Your generosity
during the holiday season shows thousands of men, women,
and children that they have not been forgotten. Show them
you care and please remember the Mission as you make
your year-end giving plans!

We May
Be Homeless...
But We Are
Together

This Christmas!

The Story of Mary and Joseph Plain
OURM Women & Children’s Division Residents

hristmas is a time

of  celebration-
- a time of being
together with loved
ones. At least that is
what it meant for the
Plain family. They had
always been together
for the holiday
| season, sharing it as
- I a family. However,
this Christmas would be different. Mary and Joseph
couldn’t have imagined that this year they would be
homeless. Set aside the gifts and the Christmas dinner,
these parents were just trying to keep their family
together in spite of a financial crisis.

A few months ago, the Plain family came to Florida after
they had been told that job opportunities were plentiful
and housing was more affordable down south. It seemed
like an opportunity to change their lives for the better,
so they picked up everything and moved to Orlando.

Upon arriving, they
were welcomed with
the harsh reality that
housing wasn't quite

“It was strange being
in a place that was so
organized when our life
as affordable as they . ,,
had originally thought, Was in such chaos...

so they were left to rent a small condo. However, the
unthinkable happened as Joseph, a hard working father
with 28 years of work experience, struggled to find a
good paying job. Joseph wanted nothing more than
to support his family, so he chose to accept a job that
didn’t pay as much so the family would not continue to
fall behind financially.

No matter how hard he worked, the bills over-
shadowed his income. Eventually, sacrifices
were made as the utilities were turned off,
leaving the Plain’s without the most

basic of comforts. Wondering if they
had made the right decision to
continued on back page
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Who says supporting the
Orlando Union Rescue Mission
has to be boring?!?

ould you be willing to give the shoes off your own

feet to someone who didn't have any? That is
exactly what Pastor Rodney Gage of Fellowship Orlando
Church called for in his 3 Sunday morning services.

Pastor Gage surprised the congregation by asking them
to give the shoes they wore to church that morning to a
man, woman, or child in need. Right then and there, the
congregation joyfully took their shoes off and piled them
at the altar, leaving them barefoot for the remainder of
the service. Bags and bags of shoes were donated to
the Mission through this innovative collection!

It is always a blessing to hear how donors stretch their
imaginations to make their contributions to the Mission
fun and memorable. Each year churches, schools,
businesses, and individuals come up with creative ways
to partner with the Mission. The opportunities are
endless... what will you think of next, Central Florida?

By Michelle, Resident at OURM Women & Children’s Division

here begins a life of poor choices and bad moves. Although | had bee
always looking for approval from others: my parents, my friends, my teac
friends. Not knowing what real love was at the time, | started sleeping with my boyf

WHATS HAPPENING
ATSTHEMISSION?

Mission in Action is starting off with an exciting lineup in §
2008. January's special guest speaker is:

Randal James

First Baptist Church Orlando

January 14, 2008 11:30 am- 1:00 pm

Cost is $5.00

» 4 Join us for a touching testimony, a tasty meal,
and plenty of fellowship. For more information, contact _
LeeDawn Carpenter at 407-422-4855 ext. 116.

Clirsistrnas B anguel

-
On Friday, Dec. 21 the Mission will host its annual Christ-
mas Banquet. A hot, home cooked meal with all of the |
fixings may just be the start of a new beginning for those
living on the streets of Orlando.

To support this special outreach to Central Florida’s |
neediest call 407-422-4855.
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thought that was the type of love | was looking for. | believed it wouId fill a void in n /

dangerous game of Russian Roulette with my life.

| realize that |t was for the best.

My second child came shortly thereafter by a man who made prison his perr
pregnancy and after my son’s birth he and | lived in a local shelter for the first
realized that | was not going to let my precious son go through anything that w
life possible, so | made the choice to give him up to a wonderful, godly coup

e~ .

Shortly before | had given up my second son, | met a man who \
3 years, our relationship consisted of a lot of drinking, drug

leaving me with nowhere to go so | resorted to life on the




from page 2 “We May Be Homeless..."”

move, the family banded together. Times
were tough, but Mary and Joseph made sure
that the children were taken care of and never
went hungry.

Eventually, rent became an overwhelming
burden. Payments were missed and the
landlord ultimately evicted the Plain family.
Mary and Joseph's greatest fears suddenly
stared at them head on. Would the children
be taken away because the family was going
through a financial hardship?

Homeless and hopeless, the Plain’s contacted
the Orlando Union Rescue Mission for assistance. Upon stepping through the
doors of the Mission, their hope was restored. "It was strange being in a place
that was so organized when our life was in such chaos,” Mary recalls. All fears of
being separated subsided as the Plain’s were shown a private room that would
house them as a family. Fortunately, the Mission is one of the few homeless
refuges in Orlando that keeps entire family units intact. Therefore, Mary and
Joseph's Christmas wish was answered-- their family remained together!

The Mission has provided a stable home for the Plain family while they work
on rebuilding their lives. Today, Joseph continues to advance in his career
with automobiles while Mary finishes her high school education through the
Mission’s Career Learning Center. The children are excelling at school and
enjoying their time at the Mission. You may be wondering what they are
looking most forward to this Christmas. Surprisingly it's not a never ending list
of toys; rather Vivian (age 10) smiles and says, “Having a Christmas tree!”

Without your continued support, families like the Plain's may not be given the
glimmer of hope needed to begin rebuilding their lives. Hard working families
sometimes fall into a financial crisis leaving them with nowhere to turn, but to
the streets. Because of you... the Mission is able to welcome entire homeless
families with open arms all year long. They are shown the love of Christ when
they need it most and are able to battle homelessness together. Thank you for
your support and Merry Christmas from the residents and staff at the Mission!

Please use this form and return your tax deductible gift to:

: ORLANDO UNION RESCUE MISSION P.O. Box 2791 Orlando, FL 32802

If gifts exceed expenses, extra funds will be used to care for hungry, homeless and hurting people
throughout the year. No person is denied services on race, creed, sex, disability or national origin.

Name Phone
Address

City, State, Zip

Here is my gift of: ___$25__ $50 ___$75__ $100 Other$_____
Please make checks payable to: Orlando Union Rescue Mission
Please charge my gift of $

Card # Code

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE ORLANDO UNION RESCUE MISSION.

(We never seII,l rent or exchange
our supporter’s names.)

to my credit card. []Visa [JMC [_JAMEX []DISC

from page 3 “My Christmas Wish...”

and working 2 jobs to try to support myself.
Because of my living condition, | had no other
option, but to give up the 2 children that | loved
so dearly. | had finally realized that | reached a
point in my life where things had to change.

A friend told me to contact the Orlando Union
Rescue Mission for help and since then my life
has notbeen the same. The Mission provided me
with asecond chance. It gave me thestable living

“The Mission

provided me with
a second chance.”

environment
that | needed in
order to begin
rebuilding my
life. |1 now have goals for a future. In addition
to that, the Lord has provided an amazing
support system of people who are filled with
the Spirit and offer constant encouragement. |
am currently working on obtaining my Nursing
Assistant license and am hoping that my
children will be returned to my arms. Christmas
will not be the same without them and | have
no greater wish than to be reunited before this
special time of year. Itislooking as though this
wish could come true because the Mission has
helped me to get back on my feet and set my
priorities on track. The Lord has taught me so
much at the Mission and | now can say that |
have found the One who truly loves and cares
for me unconditionally.

To read Michelle’s full story, please visit our
website at http://www.ourm.org/story.htm.

NO7L1ZA The Light of Hope is published by the

Orlando Union Rescue Mission, Inc., a
non-profit, faith-based organization,
whose mission is to provide those in
need with food, shelter, clothing, and
other resources to help the homeless
build their lives and achieve self-
sufficiency. The foundation of our work
is Biblically based to bring people to
know the Lord Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior.

Administration Office
1521 W. Washington Street
407-422-4855

OUR Mission Home
1525 W. Washington Street
407-423-2131

OUR Men’s Division
410 W. Central Blvd.
407-423-3596

Mission Bargain Store

Signature

To charge by phone, please call 407-472-0626

] YES! | would like more information about the Orlando Union
Rescue Mission’s Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Program.

Thank you! You will receive a receipt for tax purposes.

Your entire contribution is received by the Orlando
Union Rescue Mission. Your continued support is
greatly appreciated. FDA Registration #CH-2536.
A copy of the official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling 1-800-435-7352.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval
or recommendation by the state.”

911 W. Central Blvd.
407-841-7578

Mission Bargain Barn

315 N. OBT
407-423-7766  ASSOCIATION
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